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ON THE ETHNIC ;}FFINITY BETWEEN THE JAPANESE AND UZBEKS
SINOHJIAP BA YKY3BEKRKJIAPAAI'U DTHHK AKHMHJ/IUK XAKHA

Urak Lafasov,
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Associate Professor of the Tashkent State Institute of Oriental Studies,
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Aunoranusn: Ym0y (“SAnonnap pa Vkysz0eknapaaru STHHK AKHHIHK Xakuga')
makonaga Hyx mnaiiramOapaunr Qapszangn  Oynran Edacra oracm Gepran
xyayaaap, Oy xoinapHMHr TypoH 2KaHauru, typaap, [YPOHHHHI LIapKHH
vyerapacujary JKobapko akc »TraH XapuTa Xakuaa MablIyMOT OepuiraH.
TypoHHHHT MapKa3u Oyaran YKy3us, TypIapHUHT aci3oaack Oyaran ykysGekmnap,
aiin//aifHunap KYHepoT Ba KyT#KH V30exknapu TapkuOHMIari 301 SKaHIUTH, aiHmap
Vpra Ocnégan TypoHHMHI IIApKHAAarH derapa XyAyAra KyqraHraHInrH,
ynapuuar Oup kucmu JKanyOmii Cubuppa, Kamuatka, Caxamn, Kypun
OpoJUIapHIa KONTAHIATH, TYPKHH THIAA “"Kyp~ (KVpKMac) MAbHOCHHN aHTIATHILIH
mapxjaaHrad. AffunapHunr ukkuHuM kKucMmH JKobGapko (Kypykaumk Oop koii)
OOpHIITAHTAHINTH, YIAPHHHT MHJUTHIT Daiiporn, Oekcaknapra SKHHIIHTH, TYPKHIH
THAAa “aiin” (akmuTH) MabHOCHHH OWIIHPHINH, aWHIAPHUHT YMYMHIH COHH,
AHMHIIAPHHHI TApPHUXH, WK SAMOH JABJIATH, ANOHYA “TIHHO TEPMHMHHHHHI TYPKHH
“TerHH , “"TEeruT aramajiapura, "céryH TEepMHHHUHUHI TYPKHH “caFyH aTraMacura,
AMoH4Ya ‘‘camypail’ TEPMHHHHHHI TYPKHMH ‘‘CaHryH  araMacHra aloKaJopiHrd
H30XJ1aHrad. Myweyn(acn3oaa) mapHHHr aeHrus Tydonu cababmu AnonusaHu 3a0T
3Ta oAMaraHnapd, SlNoHMA Tapuxuaard CEeryHiapu cyigonacu, “‘Melgzn HCHH™
MCEHH Ba XOKKaig0, XOHCH TOTIOHHMIAPH TYFPUCH/A Kaiap Oepunarad. “XoH™
TYPKHH TEPMHH JKaHJIHUIH, ATOHAAPHUHT VKY3UANHKNIap OMllaH KaJluMWH caBio
anokanapu, HnoHusgard aiHaap My3€HH, calproxu, alHnapHUHT ANOHHUAHUHT
Ty0 axonucu cuaruaa pacMuii TaH OJHHHILH, ATIOH THIMHUHT OnTo# THnap
oMIlacMra MaHCyOIWTH, ATIOH TWIMTa KHpraH y3mamiManap Ba AnoH €3yBu Kabu
Macanaiap EpUTHITaH.

Taany ubopanap: Hyx natizambap, Egac, Tvpon, myvpaap, vkyi6exiap,
aunrap, kypaap, Kypur oponnapu, Kobapko.
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Abstract: This article provides information about the territories that Noah's
father gave to his son Japheth, the fact that these places are in Turon, the tribes,
and the map reflecting Jobarqo, which is located on the eastern border of Turon. It
discusses Okuzia, the center of Turon, the Uzbeks, who are the descendants of the
Tur, and the Ain (Ainli) people, who belong to the Kongrot and Qutji Uzbek tribes.
It is explained that the Ain people migrated from Central Asia to the eastern
border of Turon, with some of them remaining in Southern Siberia, Kamchatka,
Sakhalin, and the Kuril Islands. The Turkish word “kur” meaning “fearless™ is
also mentioned. The article also discusses the second part of the Ain people
moving to Jobarqo (a place with dry land), their national flag, their closeness to
the Beksaks, the meaning of “ain™ in Turkish (wise), the total number of Ain
people, their history, the first Japanese state, and the connection of the Japanese
term “tenno” with the Turkish terms “tegin™ and “tegut.” It further explores the
relationship of the Japanese term “shogun™ with the Turkish term “sagun,” and the
connection between the Japanese term “samurai”™ and the Turkish word “sangun.”
The article discusses the inability of the Mongols (noble ancestors) to conquer
Japan due to a sea storm, the shogunate families in Japanese history, the “Meiji
Restoration™ rebellion, and the toponyms of Hokkaido and Honshu. It notes that
“Hon™ 15 a Turkish term, mentions the ancient trade relations between the
Japanese and the Okuzia people, and describes the Ain people’s museum and park
in Japan. It also highlights the official recognition of the Ain people as the
indigenous population of Japan, the affiliation of the Japanese language with the
Altai language family, the integration of loanwords into the Japanese language,
and issues related to the Japanese writing system.

Key words: Noah's prophet, Japheth, Turon, tribes, Uzbeks, Ains, Kur people,
Kuril Islands, Jobargo.

Introduction

There is specific information about the territories given to Japheth, the son of
Noah (peace be upon him), by his father in the works of Mahmud Kashgari’s
*Devonu lugat-ib turk,” Mirzo Ulughbek’s * The History of the Four Uluses,” and
Abulghazi Bahadur Khan’s “Shajare-i Turk™.

Since Japheth ibn Noah's second name was Tur, the land allocated to him
was called Turon, and the descendants of his nine sons were called Tur. Noah,
peace be upon him, “had designated Turon and Turkestan for Japheth, peace be
upon him.” For this reason, he was given the title “Abu-f-Turk™ (Father of the
Turks).

The name of the islands where modern-day Japan is located, which was
considered the eastern border of Great Turon, was originally Jobargo. This
information 1s mentioned in Mahmud Kashgari’s *“Devonu lugat-ib turk™ and the
region is clearly marked on the map [1].

The area between the Okuz and Inju Okuz rivers, which was the center of
Turon, was called Okuzia. In Okuzia, the descendants of the Tur, the Uzbeks
(Kudji, Qiyot, Kongrot, and Naiman), lived [2].

171



The Ainli/Aynli/Ayilli people are part of the Kongrot and Qutji Uzbeks. They
are divided into two main clans, and each clan is further divided into tribes: 1)
Agtonli, Beshbola, Oytamgali, Oqtana, Turkman, Churan, and others; 2)
Qoratonli, Qoraqalpoq, Quvug, Qochay, Tunsar, Yomgurchi, and similar tribes
[3].

In ancient times, the Ain people, who were part of the Qu#ji and Kongrot
tribes, migrated from Central Asia towards the eastern border of Turon. Some of
them remained in Southern Siberia, as well as in Sakhalin, in Kamchatka and the
Kuril Islands [4].

The Kurians living in the present day Kuril Islands, South and North
Kuria//Korea are also a people formed from the fusion of Ain and Tungus. They
moved in a north-easterly direction and settled north-east of Turon.

In 18th-century Russian sources about the Kurds, the Turkic word “kiir” (in
the ethnonym “kurt+il+lar” — kurily) was incorrectly interpreted as “fearless™ [1.
314] or “cunning” [5]. Russian scholars have described the Kurds, who belong to
an Asiatic race, as Europeans.

The second part of the Ain, who moved to the southeast, sailed from the sea
in boats to land and came to Jobarge. The meaning of this toponym: @ [1.65]
W ja [7] — place, » bar [1. 341] — there is, 3 qa(q) [1. 386] — dryness) that is,
“the place where there 1s land™.

Homeland of the Ain Ain flap

The fact that the Ains belong to the Turlar tribe is also confirmed by their
national flag. It is recognized by world scholars that the Scythians/Huns used
bows and arrows and round shields to lay the foundations of two of the world’s
earliest civilizations (Maya and Sumer).

In fact, in 19th-20th century Russian sources about the Ains, the ethnonym
“ain”’ was ncorrectly interpreted as “intelligent” or “true human.” This
misinterpretation is rooted in the Uzbek proverb * The crow knows the language of
the raven,” which indicates a misunderstanding. The Russians, unfamiliar with
ethnic layers, made incorrect conclusions.
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According to 2010, there are 25,000 official and 200,000 unofficial Ainu
people in Japan, 109,000 people on the Kuril Islands, and 94,000 people in
Kamchatka [6]. This does not include the Ainu in Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, North and South Korea.

In the second millennium BC, before the birth of Christ, a tribe led by the
Mungul (noble) clan migrated from Okuzia to Jobarga. On the eve of the first
millennium BC, the main population of Jobarga consisted of ethnic Ains.

In the 4th century AD, the first Japanese state, called Yamato, was formed by
a union of large tribes, namely the Ainu and the Kuru. The capital was the city of
Nara. Yamato is the name of an ancient province, plain, and river in the present-
day Nara Prefecture of Japan.

In foreign relations, the title “fenno™ began to be used for the rulers of this
state. This title has been preserved to this day, and its Russian translation is
“heavenly ruler” [8], which corresponds to the European term “emperor.

The Japanese term “tenno” 1s derived from the Turkic word fegin [1. 391],
meaning “a servant beloved by Allah.” The plural form of fegin is tegif [1. 337].
which means “servants beloved by Allah.” After the courage shown by the
Japanese ruler in battle against Alexander the Great, this title was granted to the
sons of the khan.

In Japan, the northeastern people declared Minamoto Yoritomo as the state
ruler in 1192 with the title of shogun (military commander). The capital was
located in the city of Kamakura. The Japanese term shogun is a phonetic variation
of the Turkic word sagunf!. 352] (leader) , Volume 1, p. 382].

The shoguns were made up of the warrior class (bushi, i.e., samurai). The
Turkic word sangun (sang(9] (sanch) + un (uvchi)) is a phonetic variation of the
term used to refer to samurai military nobles.
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The Mongols (noble ancestors), who had conquered China and Korea, sent
their military fleets in 1274 and 1281 to invade Japan. However, due to a powerful
sea storm (" kamikaze’ — “divine wind’), they were unable to achieve their goals.

In 1603, Ieyasu Tokugawa (1542-1616) declared himself shogun and moved
the capital to Edo (Tokyo). The Tokugawa shogunate ruled the country justly until
1867.

During the Tokugawa shogunate, Japan became a centralized monarchy. The
government maintained a legal system of four social classes (samurai, peasants,
artisans, and merchants). Thanks to the peace, many achievements were made in
various fields.

From the 16th century, Europeans began to arrive in Japan. In 1867-68, the
“Meiji Restoration” rebellion occurred. The shogunate government was
overthrown, and power was handed to Emperor My#syximo (1867-1912). A three-
class system (nobles, samurai, and common people) was established in the country.

Japan is an island nation. Its largest islands are Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku,
and Kyushu [10]. Hokkaido Island is located in the northern part of Japan and
ranks second in size (after Honshu/Hondo). Some of the peaks in its mountain
ranges exceed 2,000 meters in height.

The toponym “Hokkaido,” the name of the island in modermn Japan, was
officially explained in 1968 as a combination of the Japanese words “hoku” -
“north”, “kai’ - “sea”, and “do” — “province”, meaning “province in the northern
sea [11].

In Japan, 99% of the population consists of Japanese people. The Ainu, the
indigenous people of the country, also live on Hokkaido Island. Additionally,
there are Koreans, Chinese, and other ethnic groups living on the Japanese islands.
The official language of the state is Japanese.

The word “hon” i the toponym “Honshu” (the name of the main 1sland of
Japan) 1s also related to the Ainu people and means ‘leader.” The words “shu”™ and
“do” mean “place” or " province”.

“Khan” is the title of the highest leaders among the Turks. The children of
Alper Tunga (Afrosivob) were also referred to as “khan”, while Alper Tunga
himself 1s considered a “khagan” (the supreme ruler) [1. 172]. “Khon” 1s an
ancient word related to the Tur tribes, which has undergone changes in form,
evolving from “gon’™ to “qoon” to “khéken™ and “finally” to “khomn”. In the Tur
tribes, a khan was a ruler who governed a five-khan system.

The Japanese have had mutual trade relations with the Okuzia people since
ancient times. A clear proof of this is the artifacts from Samarkand and Tashkent
found in the Horuji temple in Nara, Japan, the first capital of Japan, dating back to
the 8th century. Additionally, musical instruments from the 19th-20th centuries
also serve as evidence of these long-standing trade connections [12].

The discovery of a fine Japanese porcelain vessel from the 12th century
during the excavation of the Alper Tunga mound in ancient Semizkent
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(Samarkand) confirms that trade relations between the Uzbek and Ainu peoples
were well-established in the past [13].

On Apnl 2, 1984, the “Ainu Museum™ was established in the Sirao
settlement, which is home to the indigenous Ainu people. The museum was closed
on March 31, 2018, due to the need for space to open the *National Museum of
the Ainu People”. The museum was reopened on July 12, 2020, in connection
with the Summer Olympic Games and the Summer Paralympic Games.

Next to the museum, there is the Ainu People’s National Park, which serves
as a place dedicated to protecting and promoting the culture and language of the
Ainu people. The Ainu participated in the opening ceremony of the XXXII
Summer Olympic Games in Japan.

In 2019, the Japanese government passed a law that strengthened the human
rights of the Ain people. It was officially recognized that the Ains are the
indigenous people of Japan. The law also granted the government permission to
uphold all traditional practices related to the Ain people’s way of life.

On April 19, 2019, the Japanese government passed the “Law on Measures to
Build a Society that Respects the Human Dignity of the Ainu People.” It was
officially acknowledged that the Ains of Hokkaido Island are the indigenous
people of Japan.

Research written in the 20th century confirmed the scientific views about the
Japanese language belonging to the Altai language family. In this language, the
length of vowels and the sequential and paired nature of consonants serve to
distinguish meanings.

It is known that in Altai languages, the defining word typically comes before
the defined one. Word combinations form in the structure of noun and noun, or
noun and verb. The subject of a sentence typically comes at the beginning, and the
predicate comes at the end. These rules are followed in the original Japanese
words.

In the Japanese language lexicon, in addition to the original Japanese words,
many words borrowed from Chinese, known as “kanj1” words, have entered the
language along with Chinese characters. Additionally, modern borrowings from
English, known as “gairaigo” are increasingly entering the Japanese language [14].

According to the official spelling rules in Japan, texts composed of original
Japanese words, phrases, and grammatical markers are written in the *hiragana”
form of the Japanese script. Words and phrases borrowed from foreign languages,
as well as idioms, are written in the “katakana™ form |[14].

In conclusion, it can be said that the Ains, who are originally from the Tur
tribes, are the indigenous people of Japan. Their language, clothing culture,
appearance, and flag confirm their ethnic closeness to the noble Uzbeks.
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